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SUB J : AFTERMATH OF ATTACK ON USSALEP 
REF: PRETORIA 3185 

1. MINDEFENSE P.W. BOTHA'S LUDICROUS ALLEGATION THAT USSALEP 
IS TIED TO COUNCIL OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, WHICH HE SAID HAS 

SAME GOAL AS "INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM", MAY HARM BOTHA MORE 
THAN USSALEP. HE HAS BEEN SHARPLY ATTACKED BY ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
PRESS, WHICH HAS MADE MOST OF NONSENSICAL ASPECTS OF HIS 
REMARKS. (FYI: PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE 
HAS BEEN HIGHLY 

SARCASTIC ARTICLE BY ARGUS NEWSPAPERS' WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT 
KEN OWEN. HE WRITES THAT THE "CONGRESSMAN JOHN HARRY" BOTHA 
REFERRED TO IS JACK RARICK OF LOUISIANA, WHOM OWEN SAYS SPEAKS 
FOR "RIGHT-WING LUNATIC FRINGE IN AMERICA." END FYI.) 
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2. HOWEVER, OF MORE SIGNIFICANCE HAS BEEN RESPONSE OF AFRIKAANS 
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NEWSPAPERS. NONE HAS AGREED IN ANY WAY WITH BOTHA'S ATTACK 
ON USSALEP, AND USSALEP BOARD CHAIRMAN DAVID DE VILLIERS' 
REPUDIATION OF BOTHA'S STATEMENT HAS BEEN GIVEN PROMINENT 
COVERAGE. MOREOVER, IN EDITORIAL SEPT 6 DIE VADERLAND ASKED 
THAT THE MATTER BE CLEARED UP AND SAID IT APPEARED THAT 
DE VILLIERS’ CONTRADICTION OF BOTHA WAS MORE CONVINCING THAN 
BOTH'S "VAGUE ACCUSATIONS." DIE TRANSVALER REPORTS THAT BOTHA'S 
STATEMENT AND ITS AFTERMATH HAVE PRECIPITATED A CLASH AT 
HIGHEST LEVEL IN CAPE NATIONAL PARTY. 

3. USSALEP DIRECTOR WILLEM GROBLER TELLS US HE VERY PLEASED 
BY PRESS TREATMENT OF STORY. ALTHOUGH HE UNHAPPY AT PROSPECT 
THAT THE ISSUE WILL BE USED AS POLITICAL FOOTBALL, HE BELIEVES 
USSALEP NOW IN NO DANGER. 

SMITH 
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